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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty” II COR. 3:17 


Hoosiers 
try to halt 


logging 


Scientists urge Holcomb 
to stop timber sale 


Emily Hopkins and Sarah Bowman 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


More than 200 scientists from across 
Indiana are urging Gov. Eric Holcomb to 
stop a scheduled timber sale in the Yel- 
lowwood Backcountry Area, which is 
among the only remaining wild areas in 
the entire state. 

The sale, scheduled for Thursday, 
would be the first time this particular 
section of the for- 
est has been 
logged since the 


Indianapolis Colts long snapper Luke Rhodes hugs veteran Barbara Hayden during his visit Tuesday to 
the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center. The Colts players, cheerleaders and mascot Blue visited 
the center in advance of Veterans Day. During the teams visit, players and cheerleaders distributed 


footballs that were decorated by Colts Junior Cheerleaders, as well as care packages. MATT KRYGER/INDYSTAR 


area was desig- 
nated as “back 
country” in 1981. 
The area is meant 
to offer visitors a 
forest experience 
“much the same 
as it may have ap- 
peared a century 
anda half ago,” ac- 


“This is state 
land. It be- 
longs to the 
public. What’s 
the objec- 
tive?” 

David Leblanc 


Ball State University 
biology professor 


cording to a DNR 
article from that same year. 

David Leblanc, a professor of biology 
at Ball State University who specializes 
in forest ecology, was among the 228 
scientists who signed the letter, which 
was delivered to Gov. Holcomb’s office 
last week. 

“This is state land. It belongs to the 
public. What’s the objective?” won- 


See TIMBER, Page 6A 


Poll: Yes to 
cold beer, 
Sunday sales 


Robert King 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Solid majorities of Hoosiers support 
expanding both cold beer and Sunday 
alcohol sales, according to a new poll. 

Some 61 percent of Hoosiers favor 
expanding cold beer sales and 
58 percent favor Sunday carryout 
sales, according to the Old National 
Bank/Ball State University 2017 
Hoosier Survey. 

The poll of 600 Hoosiers, conducted 
in early October, found the margin of 
support for expanding alcohol sales 
widened from 2014, when similar 
questions were asked. For cold beer, 
support was 30 percentage points 


NEw BELGIUM 


FAT TIRE 


A new poll says 58 percent of 
Hoosiers support Sunday alcohol 
sales. MICHELLE PEMBERTON/INDYSTAR 


greater than opposition; for Sunday 
sales, it was 28 points higher. 
“Obviously it shows that there is a 


See COLD BEER, Page 2A 


USA Gymnastics 
elects new leader 


Perry says she advocates for child safety in sport 


Mark Alesia, Marisa Kwiatkowski, 
Tim Evans and David Woods 


Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Kerry J. Perry, formerly a vice presi- 
dent at sports marketing company 
Learfield Communications, will become 
president and CEO of USA Gymnastics, 
the organization announced Tuesday 
morning. 

She will take over Dec. 1 and will be 
the Indianapolis-based national gov- 
erning body’s first female CEO in almost 
20 years. 

The position has been vacant since 
March, when former President Steve 
Penny resigned in the aftermath of an 


IndyStar investigation 
into how USA Gymnas- 
tics handled allegations 
of sexual abuse. 

Perry brings more 
than a decade of experi- 
ence in sports marketing 
and sales. She was presi- 
dent and owner of KP 
Sports from 2006 to 
2015, when the company was acquired 
by Learfield, according to her LinkedIN 
profile. 

Learfield, which is headquartered in 
Texas, manages the multimedia and 
sponsorship rights for more than 125 


Kerry J. 
Perry 


See GYMNASTICS, Page 8A 
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Survivors of church massacre describe 
gunman’s ruthless path amid worship, 1B 
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Housing deals for teachers 


Program aims to lure educators with 
low-cost homes, 3A 
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